
THE MAYOR’S COMMITTEE FOR VETERANS AFFAIRS 
 
MINUTES OF THE 4/24/12 MEETING 
 
 
The meeting convened at 1:00 pm. 
 
Those attending:  Mary Albert, Jan Banks, Allison Bond, Debra Collington, Lana 
Greer, Karl Katterjohn, Ron Kennedy, Alyce Knaflich, Mike Lathrop, Richard 
Leatherman, John Mitchell Josh O'Conner, Michael Reich, Gayle Sovinee; 
Johanna Stebbins; Kenneth Vasilik 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Introductions were made by the attendees. 
 
Motion made, seconded and passed that the March meeting minutes be 
accepted 
 
Treasurer's Report:  No changes 
 
 
Old Business 
 
Election of officers: Motion made, seconded and passed to leave current officers 
in place with one change being Ron Kennedy accepting the position as treasurer. 
The appointments are from May 2012 through April 2013.  
 
 
Memorial Day 2012: Josh, Allison, Andy and Ken reported that action planning 
continues to move forward.  People on proposed agenda have been contacted to 
verify scheduling.  The MC will be Bill Stanley.  USS Asheville will be on display.  
Veterans Quarters will be providing cooler, water and ice.  Parks and Recreation 
is scheduled to set up at 1:00.  A sound system is still needed and would cost 
about $500.00 to rent.  John Mitchell and Michael Reich agreed to work on 
locating a free system.  Ken has the wreath and proposed the purchase of 
programs and mini flags at a cost of $171.00.  Motion made, seconded and 
passed to purchase these items.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
recognize a fallen soldier during the event. The event is scheduled to occur May 
28@3:00 at Pack Square Plaza.   
 
Committee Restructuring: Josh reported  that we are awaiting the Mayors 
approval of the Bylaws and planning.  Josh recommended that the members 
individually send an email to the Mayor requesting action on the Bylaws and 
planning. 



The Veterans Forum planning is on hold due to lack of authorization to move 
forward with committee restructuring and due to budgetary limits. 
 
Bele Chere: Gayle reported that we will be located at the Battery Park lot.  She is 
accepting new materials and is anticipating having 2012 Veteran Benefits books 
available to hand out.  Veterans Quarters volunteers will be assisting with set up 
and tear down.  She requested updated general information flyers and Veteran 
Service organizations information and easel.  Richard will attempt to borrow one 
from VAMC learning resource.  Josh requested the development of a Bele Chere 
policy.   
 
2012 Budget Expenditures:  May 1 is the dead line for all budget expenditures. 
The committee members made motions, seconded and passed the following 
budget expenditures:  

• Printing of Memorial Day programs and flags $171.00 
• Banners with military seals $200.00 
• Certificate for Bill Stanley $30.00 
• Badges for members $50.00 

 
 
New Business 
 
 
Job Opportunities: Edward Jones will be offering training with certification as a 
Financial Advisor.  The GI Bill may be used to pay for this.  Motion made, 
seconded and passed to have him present at the next mayors committee.  
New Belgium and Sierra Nevada will be hiring 2013-2014.  We will put on the 
agenda to discuss a plan to ask that veteran preference hiring preference be 
offered.  Score WNC is interested in partnering with Veterans groups. 
 
Announcements, Comments and Closing 
 
HUD-VASH continues to increase its vouchers in this area to assist homeless 
veterans with securing affordable housing.   
 
The state is considering reducing its funding for the Veterans Cemetery. 
 
The Asheville National Guard Armory will be hosting on May 10-11 Job Fair 
services. 
 
Captain Lathrop announced a scheduled luncheon for military families and 
veterans at Trinity Baptist on May 11@9:00-2:00 
 
The VA will be hosting a Stand Down for homeless veterans on September 
6@9:00-Noon at the Stevens Lee Recreation Center. 
 



The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm.   
 
The next meeting is scheduled for May 22@1pm at the Recreation Division 
Office 72 Gashes Creek Road.  
 


